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25th May 2022 
 
On Wednesday, 18 May 2022, we were informed of a short website post by FNV in the 
Netherlands about our Proflow 2 SC 160 Asbestos Powered Air-Purifying Respirator 
(PAPR) system (or Proflow Asbestos).  
We disagree with the content of this post and are currently in the process of contacting 
FNV to discuss the situation. 
 
Here are some key points:  

✓ The FNV website post references a communication made in 2021 by the French 
Regulator to their Inspectors saying that their inspectors should only use Proflow 
Asbestos products manufactured after 2020. 
It is our understanding that that communication was superseded by a French 
Decree dated October 2021 in which the French Regulator told both their 
inspectors and the workers that they could continue to use the Proflow Astestos 
without a limitation on manufacturing date so long as they follow the user 
instructions. 

✓ All 3M respirators should always be used according to their user instructions. 
✓ The FNV website post references a question asked at European Parliament level. 

The response to the question states “According to the notice published by the 
French administration on the Journal Officiel n°0252 of 28 October 2021(7), the 
question about PROFLOW masks seems to be related to the incorrect use of the 
masks and not to their design.” 

✓ 3M makes the safety of the users of its products an absolute priority.  
✓ The Proflow Asbestos system meets the highest respiratory protection 

performance level of TM3 and meets a flowrate of 160l/m when tested according 
to the standard EN12942: 1998+A2: 2008. This standard requires that an 
accredited test house test the system both when powered-on (motor running) as 
well as when powered-off (motor not running) during certification testing and the 
system needs to pass both tests to achieve the TM3 performance level. 

✓ The Proflow Asbestos system has achieved and maintained this TM3 certification 
since it was first launched. The certificate can be found on the certifying body’s 
website (BSI: CE 697482). 

✓ Beyond the protection provided by the product itself, it is important to remember 
that worker safety is also determined by other factors (including worker training 
and supervision, performing a fit test on the mask, performing the required 
inspections and checks before use, following the rules for use, care, servicing and 
maintenance of the equipment in accordance with the requirements, being clean-
shaven, etc). 3M works continuously with its various partners to ensure that these 
practices are shared, well known and respected. 


